
        
 

Open letter to Pupils and Parents 
 

Dear All, 

We are continuing to follow the Government advice and are ready to start weekly testing for 

our pupils and students who are Year 7 or above and who are also attending in person. 

If you are willing for your son/daughter to receive the weekly screening test, then please 

complete the consent form on the website.  No pupil will be forced to take a test and will be 

allowed to continue attending unless they exhibit symptoms. 

Should you wish to discuss this further please contact the school office during opening 

hours. 

Kind Regards 

Miss Helen Andrioli 

Executive Head Teacher 

 

The section below has been taken from 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-

other-specialist-settings/mass-asymptomatic-testing-in-specialist-settings 

 

DFE Guidance to schools: 

Importance of testing secondary age pupils and students 

The government is delivering a programme of rapid asymptomatic testing from 
January for children and young people in year 7 and above (or equivalent) in 
secondary schools, FE colleges, special schools and specialist 
colleges, AP academies, PRUs and registered independent AP. 

The objectives of this programme are to: 

 keep education settings open 

 ensure as many pupils and students as possible are receiving high quality, face-
to-face education 

 help safeguard the health of the staff of education settings and their pupils and 
students 

 break chains of transmission of the virus 

All these settings will receive an initial delivery of lateral flow device test kits to 
support asymptomatic testing from the start of the spring term. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/mass-asymptomatic-testing-in-specialist-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/mass-asymptomatic-testing-in-specialist-settings


        
 

Rapidly identifying and containing any asymptomatic cases, which comprise up to a 
third of all cases, will help avoid individuals carrying the infection unknowingly 
spreading it. This is all the more so in the settings covered by this guidance, where 
education often involves close proximity between children or young people and staff 
and social distancing can be harder to observe. 

Testing is voluntary and no child or young person will be tested unless informed 
consent has been given by the appropriate person.  

No one will be prevented from receiving face-to-face education if for any reason they 
are not tested. 

Testing is similarly voluntary for members of staff. 

 


